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Contents Overview

The Fictitious University
NEIL VALLELLY

How might the concept of “fictitious capital” help us understand the origins and
depths of the current crisis enveloping universities in Aotearoa New Zealand?

Book Forum: The Financial Colonisation of Aotearoa
ARAMA RATA, JANE KELSEY, SIMON BARBER & CATHERINE COMYN

Three leading thinkers discuss Catherine Comyn’s new book, 7he Financial
Colonisation of Aotearoa (ESRA, 2022). Each discussant uses the book as a prompt to
think through how financialisation was used as a tool of colonisation and how this
legacy manifests itself today in forms of intergenerational trauma, legal structures, and
inflation. The forum concludes with Comyn’s response to the discussants.

Constitutional Transformation in Chile: Mapping the Horizon
of Struggle
CAMILA VERGARA

An interview with one of the world’s foremost critical legal theorists, who discusses
her role in the constitutional transformation struggle in Chile. In a wide-ranging
discussion, Vergara charts the political history of Chile from the fall of Salvador
Allende, through the Pinochet dictatorship, to the troubled decades of democracy,
leading up to the popular uprising in October 2019. She outlines her work with local
councils pushing for the inclusion of a variety of social and economic rights in the
new constitution, how wealthy and powerful right-wing elites used the prospect of
Indigenous rights to undermine constitutional reform, and the consequences of the
defeat of the proposed constitution in the 2022 referendum.

Adoptee Activism: | Am Not Your ‘Child for All Purposes’
DENISE BLAKE, ANNABELL AHURIRI-DRISCOLL & BARBARA SUMNER

Three scholars of adoption reflect on adoptee activism in Aotearoa New Zealand,
tracing a history of closed adoption, the social and psychological legacies of state
practices, and the difficulties involved in contesting adoption law and the status quo.
Applying an autoethnographic and dialogic method, Blake, Ahuriri-Driscoll, and
Sumner reflect on their personal experiences as both adoptees and activists, and point
the way to new forms of collective organising around adoptee activism in the
political moment.



Confronting Fascism: Socialist Knowledge and the Far-Right in
Interwar Europe
CHAMSY EL-OJEILI

A detailed and comprehensive study of socialist interpretations of interwar fascism
in Europe. El-Ojeili maps the multiplicity of socialist responses to fascist formations
and the ways in which these responses were refracted through various organisational
and situational forces, which also evolved as a consequence of socialist defeats in the
period. Understanding this history, El-Ojeili contends, has relevance and lessons for
how we confront the complexity of the far-right today.

The Political Theology of Covid Governance
PHILIP FOUNTAIN

An analysis of themes of transcendence and the sacred in the government’s
management of the Covid-19 pandemic through the lens of political theology.
Drawing on themes of solidarity, sacrifice, sovereignty, and the iconic, Fountain
reconsiders aspect of modern techno-politics and charts some of the reasons why
governance of the pandemic was so challenging.

A Striking History
SUE BRADFORD

A review of Cybele Locke, Comrade: Bill Andersen—A Communist, Working-Class Life.
A captivating and rigorous portrait of a complicated but pivotal figure in the trade
union movement in Aotearoa New Zealand.

What is the Far-Right in Aotearoa New Zealand?

MAX SOAR

A review of Matthew Cunningham, Marinus La Rooij, and Paul Soonley (eds.),
Histories of Hate: The Radical Right in Aotearoa New Zealand. An overview of key
individuals and organisations in the history and present of the far-right.
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